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Claim 
Claim 



Claim 
Claim 
Claim 



4, line 4, before "sidex insert --one-^/ 

7, line 2, after "one" insert --said--^ 

line 2, cancel "having an interior"; 

line 3, before "hinged" inset --^opje said --. 

line 3, before "latch" insert ^-^said- - . 

10, line 3, before "side" insert y^one- 

12, line 2, before "side" insert --one- 

24, line 2, change "components" to r/^ad --component--; 



line 3, cancel "at least one compartment" 



Claim 25, line 6, after "box" insert 



having an opening 



thereinl- - ; 




line 10 , after "box" insert -\^ hrough said 



opening^ " 



Claim 35, amend to read as follows: 



35. (Amended) A hidden storage system for a vehicle having a 
conventional bed without subgtanti]a£ly altering an external 
appearance of side panels/of the Conventional bed compared to an 
external appearance of a/i identical c onv e ntional bed without the 
hidden storage system, kaVd fconJ/entional bed comprising [of] a floor 
section, a front wall section/ two side panel sections, and a [tail 
gate] tailgate section,/ with/ all sections being of substantially the 
same height, and being/ adapted to be mounted on wheels, said storage 
system comprising: 

a storage havinq^tfn opening mounted on at least one 
side of said conventional bed, said opening of said storage box 
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being located adjacent [a] one of / said side panel sections of said at 
least one side of said conventional bed, 

at least one portion of an overall length of said one of 
said [a] side panel sect/Tons /^djacent said storage box being hinged, 
whereby said hinged portion/of said one of said side panel sections 
can be moved outward t\o/gX£o6e an interior of said storage box via 
said opening in said/stoi^kge box and moved inwardly to cover said 



opening and thus t 
substantially altering 
said [overall] one 



of said storage box, without 

height of and the external appearance of 

anel section of said conventional bed, and 

a lock/latch mechanism mounted to releasably secure said 

at least one hingecy portion of/^aid one si de panel section. 

1 ^ 

Claim 36, line 2, before "includes" insert --further--. 
Claim 38, amend to read as follows: 

— (Amended) Thg hidd e n s torag e cyotcm of g laim 35, wherein 
<P each side of said ^bed is provided with one ^sartd [a] storage box 

[having an opening therein] positioned adjacent each of said [a] side 
panel sections of said, befeftjhd wherein at least one portion of an 
overall length of bo€h said side [panels] panel sections adjacent 
J)^^ said storag^broces are hingec^portions of said side panel sections 
expos^t5r cover the interior of said storage boxes, and 

rfc/mechanisms for securing each of said hinged portions of said 
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Claim 40, amend to read as follows: 




40r^ftmended) The hidden storage system-^e~Claim 35, wherein 

y 

the at least one hinged portion of [the] said on^ ^ef" said side panel 
sections has a length of substantially tlja-^verall length of said one 
of said side panel sections , 4 nc ^>^^- in 9 ed horizontally at an upper 
end section thereof, whepsb^ cbutward movement of said hinged portion 
of said one of sjii<r ^ side panel sections raises said portion to expose 



the interior of said storage box along substantially an exterior 
lengtn~-of""H5aid^storag^ box. 



_ Claim 41 , line 3, change "side panel" to read - ^one of said 
side panel sections^ " — ■ — — — 




Claim 42, line 1, after "said" insert --one of said--; 

line 2, after "panel" insert ^^-sect ions-- . 
Please add the following claims: 




In a vehicle having contoured side panels, a hidden 
toragd system comprising: 

at least one hinged contoured side panel section in at 
least one of said side panels, 

at least one storage box having an interior and an 
opening therein located adjacenjt said at least one hinged contoured 
side panel section, and 

a lock/latch mecj/lanism for said at least one hinged 
£>q contoured side panelj 

said hidden stc/rage system being constructed to not 
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substantially aVter an external appearance of the contoured side 
panels of the vehicle. 

44. The hidden storage system of Claim 43, wherein said at 
least one hinged contoured side panel section is hinged to open 
Py^ downwardly oar oidowayc . 
45-^ — The hidden storage system ot C laim 43 , addition ally 
including at least one strut assembly for maintaining said az least 



least one 
AJ 



one hinged contoured side panel section in an open position, said at 

least one strut assembly being provided with means/selected from^the 
group^consisting of insulating means, heating jsteans, and heating and 
insulating means. 



46. The hidden storage system caff J Claim 43, additionally 
including at least one drain/air relief valve assembly mounted in a 
bottom area of said at least one /Storage box. 

47. The hidden storage .system of Claim 43, wherein said 
vehicle includes at least one hinged contoured side panel section in 
each of said contoured ^ade panels,^ storage box having an interior 
and an opening there^fi located adjacent^ at least each of said hinged 



contoured side p^nel sections, and # lock/latch mechanism for each of 
said hinged contoured side panel sections. 

48/ The hidden storage system of Claim 47, wherein said 
vehicle/includes a pickup bed having said contoured side panels, and 
wherein said storage boxes are located within said bed, and wherein 
access to said storage boxes in said bed is only available via at 



